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STRIKING ADDRESS OF CHAS.FRANCIS ADAMS ON LEE

5 (Continuad from Fourth Pnge.)

tha soll of hia native Htate, or leadlng
his army into (he enemy's ecountry, he
waa himane, solf-restradned and atrictly
observang of tho most advancsl rules
of clvillzad warfara.  He respccled the
non-combatant; nor dld he ever parmit
ths wanton destructlon of private proper-
ty. Hlg famous Chambersburg order was
& model which any invading goneral
would do well to mnke his own; snd T
repeat now what I have herclofors had
ocoaslon to say, ' doubt If n hostile
forae af an equnl slze ever advanced Into
un enamy's country, or fell back from it
in ratredt, leaving behind less ciuse of
hate and bitternesg than dld tho Army
of Northern Virginia In that memornble
campalgn which culminated Al Gattys-
burg.”

And ot thet Gattyshurg camprign is an
eplaode In Léa's military caroer which I
am loth wholly to puasa over; for the
viyws [ entertdln of it are not In all
reapocts those generally held. So far axs
Tae's gencral plun of campnign, and the
movament which culminatad in the hattle
of Gettysburg, were concerned, In war,
ba it nlways and ever remembercd, o
laadar must take some chances, land
minstakes will occur; but the mistakes are
rarely, ;r ever, nll on ona slde

Thay tend to ecounterbalance each
othor; and, commanders and commanded
belng at all equal, not unseldom It {s the
balance of misconceptions, shortcomings,
miscarriages, and the generally unfor-
neen and Indeed unforesecable, which tipa
the senle to victory op defent, 1 hava
gaid that T proposed to avald comparisons;
at best much are invidious, and, under
present clreumatances, might from me be
eongldered ms doubtful In matter of taste,
T think, however, gome things too ohvious
to admit of deninl; or, consequently, 1o
suggest comparison.  Aboul every crisp
military aphorism I8 as matter of coursa
nttributed to Napoleon; and =o Napolson
is alloged first o have vemarked that—
“In war, men ars nothing: o man 15 every-
thing.'” And, as formerly = soldler of the
Army of the Potomae, I now stand ap-
palled at the risk I unconsclously ran an-
terlor to July, 1863, when eonfronting the
Army of Northern Virginla, eommanded
aA It than was and ns we wers, 'The
eltuation was In fact as bad with us In
the Army of the Potomaec as It was with
the Confederates In the Bouthwest, The
unfortunate Pamberton there was simply
not In the sama class as Grant and Bher-
man, to whom he found himuself opposed.
Reaults there followed acconilogly. Bo,
in Virginia, Les and Jackson mada an
extraordinary, a most exceptional com-
bination.

They outelassed McClellan and Burn-
mide, Popes and Hooker; outclassed them
somatimea  terribly, sometimes ludie-
raugly, always hopelessly; and results in
that casa aleo followed accordingly.
That we wers not utterly destroyed con-
ntitutes A flat and finar refutal of tha
truth of Napolson's aphorism. If we did
not realize tha facts of the sltuation In
thig respect, our opponerits did. Let ma
quota the words of ons of them: “There
was, however, ons polnt of great Interest
in (the rapld successlon of the Federal
commanders), and that was our amaze-
ment that an army could malntaln even
#0 much as it erganlzation under the
depressing straln of thoss successlve ap-
pointments and removals of it com-
manding general. And to-day (1903) I,
for one, regard the fact that It dld pre-
serve Ita coheslon and its fighting power
under, and In spits of, such experiences,
an furnishing Impresslve demonstration
of the high character ang intensa Joynlty
of our historic fos, the TFederal Army
of the Potomac.'

‘Action at Gettysburg
Is Fully Justified.

But, whila I.es on any falr welghing
of chances stands, In my judgment, more
than justified both In hls conceptlon of
the Gettyeburg campalgn and In svery
mataria]l strategle move mades In {t, he
none tha less fundamentally miscon-
celveq tha situation, with consequences
which should have been fatal both to
him and to his command. Frederick dd
the eame at HKunersdorf; Napoleon at
Waterlng, In the first place, Les had
at that time supreme confldenca In his
command; and he had grounds for it
As he himself then wrote—'"'There never
were guch Ben In an army before. They
will go anywhere and do anything, It
properly led.” And, for myself, I do not
think the estimats thus expressed wes
azagEerated; epeaking deliberately, hav-
ing faced mome portlong of the Army
of Northern Virglnla st the time, and
having eince reflected much on the oc-
currences of that momentous period, 1
do not belleve that any mora formidable
or better organized and animated forca
wos ever set In motion than that which
Les led pcross the Potomac in the early

summoer of 1863
It was emsentlally an army of fighters,—
men who, !ndividually or In the mass,
entild ba depended on for any feat of arms
in the power of mers mortals to accom-
plish. They would blanch at no danger.
This Lea from experlence knew. Ha had
tested them: they had full confldence In |
him. Ha also thought he knew hls op- |
pinent; and here, too, his recent experi- |
i

f

enca justified him.

The dleaaters which had befallen ths
Confederntes In the Southwest in the
spring and early summer of 1868 had to
find compensation in the East. The exi-
gencles of warfare necessitnted ft. Bome
rlgk must be Incurred. BSo Lae determined
to mtrike at his opponent's henrt. He
had what he hbelieveed to be the hetrer
woapon; and he had reason for conslder-
ing himself incomparably the superior
swordsman. He was: of that he had
at Chancellorsville satisfied himself and
the world. Then came the rapid, aggres-
plve move: and the long, desperately
contested struggle at Gettysburg, culmi-
neting In that historle chuarge of Pick-
ett's Virginla divislon. Paradoxical as
it may scund, in view of the result, that
charge—whit  thosa men  dld—justified
Lee. True, thosa who mnpde the charge
fid not occomplish the impossible; but
towards It they dld all that mortal men
could do, But It s urged that Les
should have reeognized the lmpossible
when face to face confronted by I, and
not have directed brave men to lay
down thelr llves In the vain effort to do
It That iz true; and as Les iz sald
to have once remarked in another con-
nection, “Even as poor a soldier ns 1
nm ean generally ddlscover mistnkes af-
ter It Iz nll over.!" After Gettyshurg was
over, like Frederick at Tuneradorf nnd
Napoleon at Waterloo, Lea doubtless dls-
covered him miatake. It wad a very
simple  one:  Hy undervalued his op-
ponent,

Tha temper of his own weapon hae
knew; he made no mistake there, Fiis
migtake Iny In his esthmate of his anta-
gonlat:  but that estimata agaln  was
based on hils own recent experiencs,
thottigh' in other folds.

Tt I8 & dangerous error In nggreossive
warfara to undervalue one's opponent;
but agaln I am worned ‘to ba brief, On
this tople, did time permit, I should
hava much heré to sny. Ag It ls, T again
hurry on, leaving thosa interested to
consult the printed page. Narrowly ea-
coplng  destructlon at Gettyvsburg, my
next contention g that Tea and the
Army of Northern Virginla never sus-
tained defeat. Finally, It ls true, sue-
gumbing ‘to' exhaustlon, to the end they
wara not overthrown in fight. And here
I approach a largs tople, but ono closely
Interwoven with Lee's military ecoreer;
fn fact, as I mee It, thg explapation
of what finally ocourred, What then
was it that brougit about the wcollapsa
of tha Army of Northern Vivginla, and
tha consequent downfall of the Confed-

eracy! The llteraturs of the War of
; > new contrlbutes & Ubrary in
; s

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS,

Distingulshed publicist, and one of the first Northern men to speak to Southern

audlence on

R. E. Lee.

itaelf, Especinlly Ig this trus of it 1nFnllmqulm‘I by m moral Impulsa

its military waspsct. Ths shelves are
eruwded with memoirs and bLlographles
of Iia generals, the stories of its cam-
pilgny, tha records und achievements of
itg nrmies, ita army corps, and its regi-
ments, Yot I make bold to say that na
woell and phllosophically. considered nar-
tativa of the struggle hos yet appesrad;
nor hes any satisfactory or comprehons
wive explanotion been glven of Its ex-
traordinary and unanteipated outcomn.
1ot me briefly sey it forth as I see |t;
only by o dolng can I explain what I
mean.

South’s Position at

Beginning of.the War.

Tersely pul, deallng only with out-
lnes, the BSouthern ecommunity In 1561
precipitated o conflict on tha slavery
{ggue, in Implielt rellance on its own
warlika capnelty and resources, the ex-
tent and very defensible character of its
territory, and, atove all, on Ity com-
plete control of cotton as thes great siopie
toxtile fabrle of modern: clvilization.
That the secedlng Stateg fully belleved
in ihe justice of thelr cause, and con-
fidently appealed to it, I do not questlon,
much less deny. For present purposes
lat this be conceded Ipn fulll But, his-
torleally, it 1s equally clear that to vin-
dieate the right, next to thelr own man-
hood and determ!nation, they relled In all
possible confidence on thelr apparectly
absoluta control of ono commercial
ataple,

In tha struggle which ensued the Con-
federaey had on land &n ampla force of
men; ther swarmed to the standards;
and no better or more reliable material
wans ever gatherad together, el and
eklifully maearshaled, the Confedernta sol-
dler did on tha march and In battle all
that needed to be done. Nor wera the
twpn =ides unequally matched, s far as
the land arrays wera concerned,

As Lee with his Instinctive military
senss put It even In the closing stageas
of the struggle—"The proportion of ex-
pertenced troops is larger Iin our army
than in that of tha enemy, while his
rumhars exceeded our own! And In
warfera experlence, combined with an
advantageous defensive, counts for a

grent deal. This wes so throughout
the confliet; and yet the Confederats
cause snrnk In fallure. It did so to

the complete surprise of a bewildered
warld; for, In Ruropae, the ultimate
success of the South was accepted as
a foregone concluslon. To such uwn ex-
tent wns this the case that the wisest
and most far-seelng of English public
men did not liesitate to stake their
repitation for foresight upon It as a
reenlt, How was tha wholly unex-
spected motual ottcome brought about?
Tha simple answer {a: Thao Confeder-
acy collapsed from inanltion, Suffer-
ing suech occaslonal reverses and de-
feats as are incldental to all warfara,
it was never crushed In battla or on
the fleld, untll {ts strength was sapped
away by want of food., Tt died of ex-
haustion—starved and gasping!
Take & lving organism, whatever
may be, placa It In a vessel her-
metically sealed, snd attach to that
vessgel an air pump. You know what
follows. ¥t li mecdloss to dascribe It
No matter how strong or flerce or sell-
confident [t may be, the vietim dles;
growling weaker by degrees, it finally
collapses. That was the exact con-
dltion and fate of tha Confederacy.
What had been confidently Dro-
nounced impossibla was dong, The
Confederacy was scaled up within 1t-
solf by the blockade, and the complets
exclusion of coiton from the manu-
facturing cantres of LKurops did not
cause revolution there, nor compel in-
tervention here. Man's foresight once
more come to grief.  As usual, It was
the unexpected which oceurred.

Two Decisive Defeats
of the Confederacy.

Thus the two declsive defeats of the
Confederncy, those wlhich renlly
brought about its downfall and com-
pelled Lee to loy down hls nrms, were
Infiictked not befors Vicksburg, nor yaot
In Virginia, not in the field at oll; they
wers suatailned, the one, almost by de-
frult, on tho oeean; the other, most
fatul of all, after sharpest struggle'in
Lancashira. Tho story of that Tan-
caghire cotton famine of 1861 to 1864
hing nover heen adegquately told in con-
nection with our Civil Wnr, Simply
ignored by the standard historlans, it
wis yet the Confederncy’s flerceat flght,
and its most declsive as well as mogt
farereaching  defent, A momentous
conflict, tho supremacy of the Union
on the ocean, hung on lta  Issue, and
upnn that supremacy depended svery
conslderable  land operatfon; the re-
tention by the Confederacy of Naw
Orleans, and the: consequent control of
the Mlssissippl; Sherman's mareh to the
Ben;  tha movement through the Caro-
linas; tha operations befora Patershurg;
gonerally, the malntenance of the Con-
fodernte armier In the flold,

It {a, In foct, no exaggeration to assert
Ltk hoth  the fontoption and the car-
rying out of overy large Unlon opiara-
tion of the war without n elngle exoep-
tion hinged and depended on complota
noetlonal  moritima  supremacy, It i
coually indlsputnble that the struggle.in
Lancpshire was decislve of that supra-
maoy,  As Leo himsalf admitted {n tha
denth agony of the Confedoracy, ha hadl
nevier helleved It conld In the long run
mike good its ‘independence  ‘‘unless
Torelgn 'Powers should, directly opr In-
directly, ‘assiat' It . Inp  #0  dolng
Thug, stranga s (¢ sounds, it follows
ni i logicul coneequencs that TLea and
his Army of Northern Virginia were first
reduced to Inanitlon, and’ finally
polled to.auccumb, na the resyltiof aventa

it

on the othep mlde of the Atlantlo, largely |
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which they could exert no control,
great and loudly trumpeted eotton
pilgn of the Confederacy wis Its most
slgnal fallure; and that follure wos de-
cislve of the war,

Forelgn intervention being thus witheld,
and the control of the sen by the Union
made absalute, tha blockade way gradual-
ly perfected. Tha fateful process then
went steadily on. Armies might be re-
slsted In the flald; the working of the
alr pump eould not be stopped: and, dav
and njght, segson ofter senson, the alr
oump worked. 8o the atmosphere of the
Confederaoy became more and more at-
tenuated, resplration sensibly  harder,
Adr-hole on alr-tols wab clossd.  First
New Orleans fell; then Vicksburg, nnd
the Mississlppl flowed free, next Sher-
man, securely counting on the control
0f the sea ad a bosa of new operations
on land, penctrated the vitels of tha
Confederacy; then. relying still on mari-
time co-operation, he purstued |ls almost
unopposed wiy through tha Carolingps:
while Grant, with his bpse secure upon
the James and Fortress AMonroe, be-
leagured Richmond. Lee with hils Army
of Northern Virginia calmly  but watoh-
fully and resolutely eonfronted him. The
Confederats lines wers long and thin,
guarded by poorly clad and half-fed men.
But, weterans,’ they held thelr aszaflants
flrmly bis

question
alr pu

only a

1y worklng
of the

his sp
Noth-

Ing could stop it

As early as the close of 1863 Lee wrote
of hiz men: “'Thousands are barefooted,
a greatar number partlally shod. and
nearly all without overcoats, blankets or
warm alothing." And later, In the dend
of winter, referring to the elementary
necessities of any successfu) warfore, he

sald: ‘“The supply, by running the block-
pde, has become mo  precarious that I
think we should turn our attention to

our oWn resources, .. .
dependence upon those from
result in nothing but incre

a5 n further
abroad ean
of suffor-

ing and want.' The ' con slon herm
drawn, whille necessary, was extremely
suggestive. "Our own resources!” The

Confederacy had always prided [tself on
belng & purely agricultural community,
With Institutions patriarchal in charac-
ter, it had looked upon the people of
the North as its agenta and factors, and
those of REurope as [ts skilled workmen
and artisa and pow thit community,
ashut up within Its own limits, under con-
ditlona of warfare active and severs, hid
only lQtself to rely upon for a supply of

evarything its defenders needed, from
munitlons to shoes, from  blankets to
medicines, and even soap. Viewed In g

half century’s perspective, the situation
was eimply and manifestly tmpossible of
continuance, To It there could be but
ona outcome; and when at last, on the
16th of January, 1865, the telegraph an-
nouneed the fall of Fort Fisher, the Con-
foaderacy felt Itself hermetleally sealad.
Wilmington, ts last breathing hole, was
closed.  Stlll, not the less for that, the
pir pump kept on in s deadly, silent
wor

Lee and His Men Stood
Every Test of Adversity.

Three months later the long-delnyved
inevitabla occurred. Tha eollapse cama,
That under suclh eonditions {t should
have been so long In coming {s now the

only legitimate ecaiuse of surprise,  That
adversity fs the test of man Is a com-
monplace; that Lee and his Army or

Northern Virgingy were during tha long,
drageing winter of 1864-'F maost direfully
gbjected to that test need not here be
gald, any more than it is needrful to sny
thut they bore the ‘test manfully. But
tha handwritlng was on (e wall; the
men  were taxed beyond the limlts of
human endurance.  And  Les knew It
“Yesterdny, the most Ineclement
the winter,"” ha repovted on I
1865, the right wing of hls army “had
to he retalneg in lne of battle, having
heen in the same condition the two pre-
vious days and nights, . . . Under
thesa clreumstanees, heightened by as-

mults and fira of tne enamy, aoma of
the man had been without meat for
thres daym, pnd all ware muffering from
reduced ratlons and scant clothing, ex-

posed to battle, cold, hall and elest,
+ + , The physlea]l strength of the maa,
If thelr eourngn survives,

must  fail

under this treatment.'* ]
If it wna mp with the men, with the
anlmals It wos even worss, “'Our eav-
alry,'” ha added, "has to b diaperaad for
want of fornge.!'! Hven thus Les's army
faced nn opponent  vaatly stiperior In
numbers, inge rankd wera belng son-
ptantly repleniahed; a forde  armed,
elothed, equipped, fod and shelternd pe
ng similar force In the world's hiory
had aver heen Lfore. I ptats anly Indls-
putable facts, Lea proved squal to even
thia ocecasion. Bearing & bold, eonfident
front, he was gerene and outwardly calm;
alert, resourcefitl, formidable to the last,
Individually he showed no elgn of weak-
ness, not even occaslonnd  petulanes,
Insplred by his example, tha whole South
geamed to lean up angalnst him in Im-
plielt, loving rellanee. It wns a =uper-
lative tribute to character.  Flnally,
when In April the summans to conflict
CRIn e
the Fblngin remnining conslderable orgnn-
lzed fores of the Confederncy, seemed to
stugiger 1o Ite feat, und, gaunt and grim,
ivering with eold and emaclated with

hunger, worn down by hiard, uncensing
attrition, It faced [ta enemy, formidntiln
atiil, A= I have since studicd that situ-

atlon, Ustened to the fccounts of Can-
federatn offlcars active In the closing
movements, and read the letters written
me by those of the rank and file, It has
soemed ns If Lec's command then co-
hered and moved by mere fores of habit.
Those composing It fajled to renlize the
ttter hopelessnesg of the s{tuation—the
disparity of the confilet. [ am stre Jet-
farson Davis falled to realize IU0 a0, I
think, in leas degree, did Les,

They talked, for Instance, of rocrults
and of o lovy In mass; Lea enunsailod
the arming of the slaves; and when,
after Lee had surrendered, Davis on
tha 10th of Aprll, 1865, held his lanst
war confersnes at Greensboro, he was
wtill confident he would in o few wepks
have another army In the fleld, and dld
nat hestitats to express his falth that
Ywe pan whip the enemy wat, If our
people will turn out! I have often
ponderad over what Davis _!m-l in mind
when he ventured this oplnion; or what
lad Lee to advocats the enlistment of
negroes. Both were soldiers; and, be-
sides belng great In his profession, Les
was more familiar than any other man
allye with actual conditlons then ex-
{sting in the Confederata camps. Both
Davis and Iee, thersfore, must have
known that, in thoss finpl gtages of the
confllet, if the stamp of a foot upon
the groiund would have brought o mil-
lfon men into the fleld, the cause of the
Confederacy would thersby have been

in no wise strengthened; on the con-
trary, what was already bad would
hiave bren made much wo For, to
be effective In warfars, men must be

fed and clofhed and armed, Organized
in commends, they must have rations
ng well as ammunition, commlssary
and quartermaster trains, artillery
horses and forage.

In tha closing month of the Civil War,
both Tee and Davis knew pe Iy wall
that they could not arm, nor feed, nor
clothe, nor transport the forces already
in tha fleld; they were themselves with-
out money, and the soldlers most Inade-
quately supplied with arms, clothing,
nuartermaster or medleal supplles, com-
misgariat or ammunition, Notorfously,
those then on the muster-rolls wers going
home, or deserting to the enemy, as the
cne alternative to death from privation—
hunger and. enld. If then, a*milllon, or
even only a poor hundrad thousand, fresh
recrults had In answer to the summons
swarmed to the lines around Richmond,
how would it have bettered the situation?
An organized army la o mighty consumer
of food and material; and food and ma-
terial have to be served out to It every
day. It muat be fed as regularly ans the
= risea and ats. And the organized
sources of thy Confederacy wern ex-
hnusted; Its granaries—Georgia and the
Valley of the Shenandoah—were notorious-
1y devasted and desolats; lita lines of
communication and supply wera cut, or
In tho handas of the Invader.

Reallzing this, when the time was Tips,
Lena rose to the full helghth of the great
occasion. The value of character mads
{tself felt. Tha service Lee now ren-
dercd to tha common country, the obli-
gatlon under which he placed us, whether
of the North or South, has not, I think,
beéen alwaya appreciated; and to over-
state it would ba difloult.  Again to
pit on record my estimata of it brings
ma hera to-day.

The lead that day given by Lea proved
Aeciglve of the eourse to be pursueg by
his fellows with arms in their hands,
At first, and for n brief spaoce, thera
was In the Confederits counclls much
diversity of opinlon as to what should
or could De done. Calm and dlgnified
in presenea of overwhelming disaster, the
voica of Jefferson Davis was that of
Milton's “‘seepter'd king"— "My sentenco
ig for epen war!' Les wns not there;
nfina the less, Lee, absent, prevalled over
Davis, The sober second thought satis-
fied nll, but the most extremae that what
e had done they best might do. Thus
the dis was cast. And now, forty yeara
and more after the event, it is appalling
to reflact what ju all human probability
wotld have resulted had the choles then
been other than Iy was—had Lee's per-
sonality and character not Intervened.
Thae struggle had lasted four full years:
the assassluatlon of Lincoln was ns ol
on the Union Are. With o million 'men,
frured to war, on the natlonal muster
rolls, men lmpatient of further reslis-
tance, occustomed to licensa and now
educated up to abelief that war was Hell,
and that the Dbest wiy o hring It to 4
closa was to intensliy Hell—with such
r force as this to reckon with, made
mora reckless In brutality by the assas-
sin's senscless shot, tha Confederacy need

have looked for no conslderation, no
mercy.
Vislted by the bosom of  destructlon,

tha Army of Northern Virginia, |
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it would have been lharried out of ex-
istence, IFlro and sword sweeping over
it, what tha sword spared the flre
would have consumad, Whether such
an outeoms of o prolonged conflict—
what was recently witnesgsed in South
Afrlea—would In [ts result have been
more morilly Injurious to the Naorth
than It would have bean plhysically de-
structive to the South, ls not now
to ba considered. 1t would, however,
assuredly have come about.

Lee's Very Surrender
Saved~His Country.

From that crown of Lizer
saved the common count Ha wns
the one man In the Confederncy
could exerclse declslve Influence.
wns the night of the 8th of April, laclk-
ing ten days only of exactly four full
years, years very full for us who llved
through them, sincs that not dissimilar
night when Lee had paced the floor ot

BOTTOWS

Arlington, communing with himssif
over the fateful fs a decision on
which was 'then foreced ‘upon him, A
decizlon of eéven greater Import was
now to be reached, and
him. A commander of tne

ht advice, perhaps
epat, 8 divided responsibiiity. n
though himaslf by nature and habit o

suppor

muaterful man no
direct, ha would hg 3
and harkened to those composing It
This Lee did not do.

A singularly self-poized man, he
sought no external aid.  Eitting be-
fore his hivouse fire ot Appomatiox

he, reviewed the situation.
a8 befora at Arllngton, reached liin
own conclusion,  That conclusion he
himself at the time expregsed in wordsa,
brief, Indeed, but vibrating wlith meoral
triumph: “The question is, Is it right
to surrender this nprmy? It It s right,
then I will take all the responsibility.”
The concluglon reached at Arlington in
the April night of 1861 to some Scoms
to have been wrong, Inexcusable even:
all concur in thit reached befors the
Appomatiox  camp-fire in  the April
vigils of 1865. Ha then a second time
1 leld, and he decldad right,

Doing so,

e
Iis work wus done; but from failure
he plucked telumph, Thenceforth T.oe
wora defeat as It were' o lourel erown.
A few days jater o small group of
horsomen appeared in  the morning
hours on the further side of the Rleh-
mond pontoons across the Jianes, By
somae strange  Iptuition 1t beeame
known that neral Lee was of thae
party, and, silent and uncavered, o
crowd—Virginians all—gathered along
the route the horsamen would toleo.
"Thers was no excltement, no liurr
inzi but as the grent chiler pisaal,
deep, loving murmur, grepter than
these, rose from the very hearts of the
crowd.
Toking off his hat,

7 and simply bowing
his ‘head, the man grent In adversity
pissed silentiy to hls own doar; |y ;i
upon him; and his peopla had seen n
for the lnst time In his battls hprness. '

From the day that he affixed his sig-
niaturs to the termg of surrender sub-
mitted to him by Grant at Appomattox
to the dny when he drew a dying bronth
At Lexington, Ts='s subsequent cotipso
wis consislient.  In hls casa thera w
no vaclllation, no regrotfuol glances bag
ward thrown, Tle counselled with o wis-
dom not lesg profound becauss uncon-
selous: and whiat he sald evinesd that
underlying common sense which in poll-
tics avalls more than genius.

Fiva years of lifa and active usefulness
yel remnined to Genaral Lee—vonrg in my
Juygment most ceredlinble to himself, tha
most ugelul to his country of his whole
life; for, during them, ho set to Virginin
and hla awn people high example—an
exampla of lofty che

benring, Uttering no con

into no  éontrovorsics : one
in suffering all, that suffers notl Tls
plood wnd  fudgment were  wall commin-
aled: and so It fell out that he accepted
rnrn:nn'ﬁl bulfets and rewnards with wiual

{hanks, “His record and appe nes qur-
ing thoso final years are pleasant (o dwell

VALENTINE’'S RECUMBENT STATUE OF LEE

i "rhlrlpI'cn"ditb'wnrk-ut art, recognized as oria of Valsl

)

ntine’s' masterplaces, I8 In ths 'Unlversity Chapal ‘at Lexington.
! a

tpon, for they reflect honor on our
Amerlean manhood.

Turning his face courageously o the
futura, ha utlered no word of replning
over the past. Yet, like the noble Moor,
his occupation also was gone—

"“Tha royal banner, mnd all quality,
Pride, pomp ard eircunistance of glotous
svar;"

But with Lee this did not lmply

“Farewell the tranguil mind!
content!™

farewall

Par from It; for ns the gutes closed on
the old oecupation, they opened on o new.
And it was an geeupdtion through which
lin gave to kis country, North and South,
a priceless gift,

His Parting Years Will

Bear Closest Scrutiny

Spenking advigsedly angd on full
for, I say that of all great charac
the Civll War, and it was productive of
many whode names mmd desds posterity
will long bear in recolleciion, there was
not one who paossed awiy In the serenc
atmosphers and with the graclous bearing
‘ From beginning to end thoss
years of hlas will bear elosot
There was about them nothing
« nothing gquerilous, nothing in any
v sordi] opr disappointing,

Wi In hia casg
there was no anti-climax: for those eloa-
ing e enified, patlent, usafol,
commanded respect. Tt s pleasant to
ciutech  glimpaes of the  erstwhile com-
mandar in qulet Virginla life. Thars
I# in the picture somoething altogethor
humnn—intensely sympithetip, “Travel-
ler)” he would write, “1a my only eom-
panion; T may also say my pleasura, Hoe

ang I, whenever practieabls, wander out
In the mountaing gl enjoy sweer con-
fidence,"”
0

agaln'wa see him) always with Trav-
eller, the famous old eharger this tlne
Ystepping  very proudly,! ps hls vl
showed  those twno lttle  sunbonneted
doughters of n professor, astride of n
plodding ald horse, over o pleasant road,
quite nnknown to them, Once mora in
Imagination we may pide, his companions,
through those mountain roads of his donv-
Iy loved Virginla, or soek shelter with
hmoana his daughter from o thunder-
shower In the log cabin, the Inmotes of
which are giunned when too lats they ra-
nliza that the courtly, graclous intuder
wis 10 othdr than the !dolized Genernl
Leo,

Lew wns 0t the head of Washington Col-
lege from Oetober, 1865, to October, 1870:
very Insufliclant time in which to nocomp-
llsh any conziderable work, A man of
rfast advancing years, ho nlso then liad
sufllelent cause o feel o sense of jnssl-
tude,  Fa ahowed no signg of it.  On tha
contrary, closely studled, those years, and
Lee's hearing in them in certaln re-
spects ¢ most remarks a8 well ps the
most eraditable of his 1ife; they Impressed
unmistakably upon It the stomp of true
greatnes Tnahle to pass them wholly
over, T shall depl very briefly with them,
iz own menna of subsistence having
heen swept away by war--the property of
his wife ns well as his own having been
soquestered nnd confiseated in utter dis-
reicnrd not only of Ionw, but—I add [t re-

gretfully—of decency,—i  mera. plttance,
deglgnoted [ courtesy  “salary," under
hig prudent manngement wns made (o

suffice for the needs of an establishment
the aulet dignlty of which even exceeded
fts severa simplicity.  Within five moenths

of the downfall of the Confederncy, he
wlidressed himsalf to his new voeoation,
Coming to It from  crushing  defeat,
alioup him there wias vothing suggestiva
of disappointment: frl therenfter
through  publle trinls and private mis-
fortunes—for It pleassl Heaven oo ey
him with affliction 1 bore hlmselr with

serene patlence, and @ mlngled Armness
and sweetness of tempar to which mere
words fall to do justice, More than that,
hecoming intore hla fiew work, he
evineed, It would seem, na the head of
nocallega n sp of educatidnal prob-

i

loms not Qe irand intelligent thy

lo luwd previously shown of  steategic
conditions. It wnos indeed extroordinary
that noman educated Inoa military school,

first an engineer, then an oiflcer of epvil-
ry, ad finally o general [ charge of largs
fielil operatlons, should, when
his  aixtieth year Yo g
of stch mental petivity and

Thi mast marked feature of 1

stlonal - enr wid,  howeyir, thi
Infuienes he exeriod o the stude
what hos most fitly  been
ot nEsovinted with him ns
e of s personnl 5
LouE Incthe Army of Northern Vie-
mhig. was all-powerfid; s por-
fy that In the latter years of Leo's
helef ndminlstration it is gabl that "haed-

Iy mosingle cise of sorvlous discipling oc-

curred,” A Doston  stodent of  Washe
ington Collpge In thosa rs—sent thera
becitusa  of the feclings of profound ro-
gpiet for Les entertalined by Lis Northorn
fatlior—has Hlnep L witness  to ma
of the De tore by Whash-
ngton's the indbvidual siu-
dents,  In elose sympothy with tha mod-
orne unlbversity spirit, the youth In quos-
Hon wnss 1 hive s00 to suppose, far
more addleted to athlatles than to his

of proffleleney In my stus

: A recantly wrltten mo, Ywas,
of course, o mitter for which T was fre-
quently ealled {nto the presenece of Gen-
eral Leay nnd [ofully opprecinta now,
though T dld not then, the difficulties
utider which he Iabored; for, 1 haohod
oxpalled  me, ng under slmitar  clvoum-

stunces he undoubtedly would have ex-

Jpetinl precept,

pelled any Bouthern student, Iy would
have beeh conafdared a fnotional mitter,
Hea would plead moat earneatly with ma
always that I should attend mora to my
studles nnd less po athleties, and neveg
i harsh word during the entirs period.””

Terrible War Penalty
Placed Upon South.

It remalna to asalgn due welght and
valun to these precopta ond thls greag
example at just that juncture and from
Just that man. And here, Yenring In mind
tha commeon country—the community ta

which [ belong ns well as thut [ now
addregd—I  feel I tread on  dangarous
ground. Whae 1T must necessarlly say

will very susceptibly of misconstruetion.
Speaking, however, |n tha trus historfeal
Epirit, na throughout I hove sought ta
do, I must denl with this toplo also as
Desy [ oan.

Becaugs na blood flowed on the seaffold,
and no conflacations of houses or lands
miatked the close of out War of Becesslon,
it had nlways been assumed by us of the
victorlons party that extreme, indeed 1nn-
precented, clemency wins ghown to the
vanqulshed, and thay subscquently they
had no good ground of complaint or sufi-
clent cause for restivenesa,

That history will necord assent to this
somewhat seif-complacent  eonvictlon s
open to question, On the contrary, It may
not unfalrly ba doubted whether a peo-
pla prostrite after elvll strife has often
recelvidl pevernr measire than wos in=
flicted on the so-called reconstructad Con-
federato Stato durlng the years Immedi-

ately succeeding the closs of strife.
Adam: Bmithy somewhera deflned Rebals
and Heretlea ns “those unlucky fer-

sons who, when things have come to A
certzin degree of volence, have the mis-
fortuna to ba of ths weaker party.’®
Spolintlon and  physical suffering hava
immaemorially been their lot. Tha Con-
Tederats, It Is true, when he ceifed tor
reslat, peenped this visitation in s tsual
nnd time-approved form. Nevertheless,
ha wos by no means exempt from It
In tha matler of conflseation, It has been
computed that the freelng of the slaves
by nct of war awept out of existence prop-
erty valued at somas two fhousand mils
lons; whila, aver and above thig, n Bys=-
tom of simiiltanpcous peconstruction sub-
Jectad tha disfranchised maater to the
ruleg of the enfranchised bondsman, For
a community conspleuously masterful, and
notoripusly qulak to resant pffront, to ba
thus placed by allen forca undep the civil
rulo of those of a different and distinetly
inferior rnce, only lately their property,
iz not phyaical torment, It Iz trus, but
that It I8 mild or conslderats treatment
can hardly be eontended.

Yot this—slave confseation, and recon=
structlon under Afrlcan  rule—wns thg
war penalty Impoged on the Statea of
tha Confederacy. That tha polloy in-
spirad at the time a feellng of bLitter
resentment in the Houth was no causa
for wonder. Upon il tlme has already
recorded o verdict, Following tha high
precedent ger at Appomattox It was dls-
tinctly unworthy. Concelved in passion,
it ignored both sclence and the philosophy
af statesmanship; worss yet, [t wes un-
penerous,  Leo, for inetance, ngaln set=
ting the example, applicd formally for
amnesty and o restorntlon of clvil rights
within two months of his surrender, His
application was silently ignored; while
ho died “a prisoner on parole,' the suf-
fragn denfed him wis conferred on his
manumitted sloves, Verily, It wis ot
nlona the basa Indlan of tha olden tima
who “throw o pearl away richer than
all his tribe

Mearer to Lee the

Greater Became the Man.

Among the Hssays of Emerson Is ons
entitled Character. In the course of that
esgay, Bmerson, without attempting to
enter into a definition of character, thus
speanks concerning it: "Charncter denotes
hnbitunl self-possession, habitual regord
te Interfor and constitutional motlves,
n balance not to be overset or easlly dis-
turbed by outward events and opin-
fon.'”

To my

knowledge I naver saw
Goneral Lee; I certalnly never stood im
hig presence, nor exchanged a waord
with him. On the few occaslons when
I was a guest in bis house, Lie chanced
to ha absent. Even that was long ago;
while he and his famfly still lived at
Arlington. Thus I know him only by
report, and through lis letters, But, if
the report of thoses who did know him
well, and the evidence of what ha
wrote, may be relled on, “habltual self-
possession, habltual regard to [nterlor
and copstitutional motives, a balonca
not to be overset or easily disturbed
by outword events and opinfon" wers
his to an eminent degree—a degrea
which  his harshest and most preju-
diceq critie  could not ignore. That,
himself o devout man and by convic-
tion sineerely religlous, he was neither
ashamed nor afeald so publicly to pro=-
fess himself, moy be rend in his repeated
army orders; or, tosuch a8 prefor thera
to look for it, In hiz  fomily let-
ters. What more expressive of a pro-
found religlious falth could be lmaginad
than thesa words, written In thg very
shadow of Geattyvsburg'a (isaster to tha
dying wife of his wounded and captured
80 “In lils own good tima Hp will rae
Heva ug, and moke ol things work to-
gether for our good, it we give Him oure
love and placo in Flim our trust'’

Thae his tmmeditte family clrola Tae
garded him with tho affectionate devos
tion foundoed on respect which i3 tha sura
est [ndleatlon of those sterling and fune
damental gqunlities which alone can caussy
foman to seent A lero | to thoso neaawn
to him-—tho confldants of his privacy—
appenrs from  thoss family letters and
recallectlons shilch have been so freely
publlshed,  That he lmpressed himself
on thosa about him In his professlonal
and publig lfe to an uneommon extent—
that the soldlers of the Army of Northa
orn Virginla as well as those of his
staff aml In high command felt not only
impllicit and unguestioning confldenes iy
him but to him 4 strong porsonal affocs
tlon—i= establlshed by thelp concurrent
testimony, He, too, might well have satd
with Brutus:

heart doth oy that wat In all
litn

I found no man but ha was trie to me,
I =hall have glory by this losing day.””

Sy my

inally, ona who koew him well hag
written of him—"Ha had the gqulet bear-
ing of a powerful yat harmonlous np-
tura, An unruffled ealm upon hig eouns
tenonen betokenad the eoncentratlon snd
control of the whole heing within, Ha
was o kingly man whom  oll men wha
citma Into his presence pxpected to ohey.™
That he was gifted in o prominent degrea
with the mens aegua in. arvdiug of tha
Ttoman poat, nongs deny.

And now, Virginlans, a wornd with yvou
in closing:  “Bhow the' man, ¥ou
honor;
than hy any other, what
vou  vourself arva.  For you show
then whot  your [daal of mianhost 1g)
what kil of man you long possibly 1g
be, and would think tha gods, with your:
whole sosl, for being If you coulil, Wham
shall wo consecrito and sat apart a8 ona
el men? Sacred; that: all
asiz him, be reminded of himyg
o example pdded toold pers
be tnught what {8 real
worth 1 man.  Whonn doo you wish td
rospmble?  Him you sét on him column,
thiat all men. looking ot It may ba cone
tinunlly apprised pr tha duty you eu;mﬂ_
Srom them.'” :

“The virtues of o saupsrior man are Ik
the wind: the virtues of A common mal
are llke tha krass; the grass, when
wind poazes over |t Demds''.

kind of man

[ knaw by that symptom, batter

ma !

s




